FOUNDATIONS OF BRITISH PATRIOTISM

losing America, are we not ourselves assuming that to
" keep" a people, we need the outward forms of
sovereignty, at least to the extent of a common Sovereign ?
If America should have preserved the continuity of
her ancestral tradition, no matter who does the business
of governing her, she is " kept " for the common civiliza-
tion, as true as the needle to the pole. Blood, it has been
said, is thicker than water, but the spirit is stronger than
death. Do what they will, intend what they will, in the
hour of freedom's ultimate peril England and America,
if they rest true to themselves, will need no bonds of
empire to make them of one mind and one will. And what
could crowns and constitutions do more ?
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